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what they are about, reduce, from fordid motives
of avarice, thofe fimple people to this condition,
can they be imagined to have any religion at all ?
We certainly know that an Indian will give all he is
worth for one glafs of brandy, this is firong temp-
tation to our dealers, againft which, neither the ex-
clamaiions of their paftors, nor the zeal and autho-
rity of the magiitrate, nor refpect for the laws, nor
the feverity of the divine juflice, nor the dread of
the judgments cf the Almighty, nor the thoughts
of a Hell hereafter, of which thefe barbarians ex-
hibit a very firiking pi¢ture, have been able to avail.
But it is time to turn away our eyes from fo dif-
agreeable a {peculation.

The chief part of the peltry or fur-trade, after
the northern and weftern nations left off f-equent-
ing the city of the Three Rivers, was for fome time
carried on at Montreal, ‘whither the Indians reforted
at certain feafons from all parts of Canzda. This was
akind of fair, which drew great numbers of French
to this city. The governor general and intendant
came hither likewife, and made ufe of thofe occa-
fions to fettle any diff-rences which might have hap-
pened amongft our allies. But fhould your Grace
happen by chance to light on la Hontan’s book, where
he treats of this fair, J muft caution you to be on
your guard left you take every thing he fays of it
for matter of fact. He has even forgot to give it
fo much as an air of probability. The women of
Montreal never gave any ground for what this au-
thor lays to their charge, and there is no reafon to
fear for their honour with refpeét to the Indians. It
is without example that any of them have ever ta-
ken the leaft liberty with any French woman, even
when they have been their prifoners. They have
never been fubjet to the leaflt temptation by them,

and



( 221 )

and it were to be withed, that Frenchmen had
the fame diftafte of the Indian women. La Hon-
tan could not be ignorant of what is notorious to
the whole country ; but he had a2 mind to render
his account entertaining ; on which account every
thing true or falfe was the fame to him. One is al-
ways fure of pleafing fome people of a certain caft,
by oblerving no meafure in the liberty one affumes
of inventing, calumniating, and in our way of ex-
prefing ourfelves on certain topicks.

There are ftill now and then companies or rather
flotillas of Indians arriving at Montreal, but no-
thing in comparifon of what ufed to refort hicher
in time paft. The war of the Iroquois is what has
interrupted the great concourfe of Indians in the
colony. In order to provide againft this evil, ftore-
houfes have been ereted in the countries of moft
Indian nations, together with forts, in” which there
is always a governor and a garrifon, itrong enou
to fecure the merchandize in them. The Indians
are above all things defirous there thould be a gun-
{mith amongft them, and in feveral there are mif-
fionaries, who would generally do more good there,
were there no other Frenchmen with them befides
themfelves. It would one would think have been pro-
per to have reflored things upon the old footing, ef-
pecially as there is an univerfal peace and tranquillity
all over the colony. This would have been a good
means of reftraining the Coriers de Bois, whofe avi-
dity, without mentioaing all the diforders introduc-
ed by libertinifm, which occafions a thoufand mean-
nefles, which render us contemptible to the barba-
rians, has lowered the price of our commodities, and
raifed that of cheir peltry. Befides that, the [ndi-
ans, who are by nature haughty, have grown info-
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